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A Word from the Editor

n Spring and early Summer. Ramsden Bellhouse looks at its best as
Ithe gardens emerge from winter gloom (and the wettest winter on
record) it is a pleasure to walk (try it!) through the Village and see the
flowers and trees all fresh with new growth. Newly mown lawns. with
their accompanying fresh smell delight the eye. Of course, there are
“buts” and eyesores - rubbish, things thrown from uncaring motorists,
garden rubbish bins left out all week. and other things I will not mention.
Is your property a pleasure to the passer by?
¢s again to Wendy for her beautiful front cover picture. and the
fascinating m51ght into “bee life.” More individual articles please.

I'd like to extend a welcome to all new residents who have recently
moved into our Village. When you have had time to think after the trauma
of moving, I'd like to tell you that you have a very active Village hall
here. It offers many activities. which are advertised at the back of this
magazine and everyone will be welcomed. We have two churches St
Mary’s and the Baptist Church. Again you will be welcome at both. Our
Village Shop is a gem with excellent and friendly service. The Fox and
Hounds 1s our local pub. Why go halfway across Essex when all these
facilities are in our Village. New blood 1n all these areas of Village Life
1s needed. Please don't just live here - help create a true Village
atmosphere - bring new life and ideas to give us new vitality, but for my
part I ask do not turn us into suburbia.

Thanks to all involved in the production and delivery of this magazine.
Copy for the next by September 20th. either to me or preferably email to
bryan.diggory@sky.com. If you set your copy on a PC and have use of
the internet, then please do send your copy to Bryan as this saves a lot of
time. Please note - you do not then have to give me a copy. I will get this
from Bryan and then edit it.

Isabel Johnson
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Advertising Rates
Coloured Half pages - limited £30.00
Black & White (Mono) Half Pages £20.00
Black & White (Mono) Quarter Pages £12.00
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Chairmans Report

At last the Sun is now out and there appears to be an end to the
flooding. We can put our wellies away and sit in the garden watching the
birds and the flowers grow.

At the village hall T hope to get the kitchen re-furbished this year, with
serving hatches to both halls, new work surfaces and cupboalds all round.

The hall bookings are in good order although there is still a vacancy
on a Friday evening in the old hall. Ts there a someone out there who
could use this vacancy, if there is then give the booking secretary a ring
and I am sure that an agreement can be made. There are a few afternoon
vacancies in both halls so again contact us for conditions. If you have a
regular booking then you will be able to use a page on our web site at no
extra cost.

Since the last magazine there have been three major events at the hall,
the Bazaar, village hall A.GM. and the History of Ramsden

The Bazaar just before Christmas proved to be a success with lots of
stalls. a wisit from Father Christmas also children’s fancy dress
competition and other events.

The village hall A.GM. on Sunday 19th Jan. also went well, with the
presentation of the years events and the financial affairs by the
management. The presentation of the charity cheque for last year to the
Parkinson Society for £2275 was made and the vote for the next years
charity which was won by the Essex Air Ambulance.

The last event was the History of Ramsden. This yearly event was
organised by Isabel Johnson with a band of helpers. they put in a lot of
effort for which the hall 1s grateful. For those who are interested in local
history this 1s the event for you. maps. photographs. documents are all
there. a very good event. If you have missed it then come along next
year.

C. Jeffree
Ramsden Bellhouse Village Hall Chairman
ramsdenbellhouse. info

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

PLEASE NOTE
We can deliver leaflets in the magazine

Prices and further details from 01268 710428
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CRAYS HILL MEMORIAL DESIGN

Every Memorial Designed Individually by a Member of

THE GUILD OF MASTER
CRAFTSMEN

Please phone for a
Free Brochure or Advice.

Home Visit Service
also available without obligation.

0800 834781 Ky

Unit 67 Whitesbridge Farm Industrial Estate,
Crays Hill, Billericay, Essex CMI11 2UL
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Village Hall Social Events

When this magazine goes out the St George's Day Breakfast would
have taken place. I hope lots of you attended and enjoyed the good food
and friendly atmosphere.

The fete happens on the 28th June, hoping for a nice sunny day where
the children can enjoy the bouncy castle and the football shootout. Plenty
of fun and craft stalls, barbecue. refreshments and cakes for sale.

If anyone is interested in having a stall at the cost of £10.00 please
contact me at 01268 710250 or annwellbome@btopenworld.com. The
Management Committee with help. work very hard to make these events
a success but we are always short of help. If you have a few hours to spare
and would like to get involved please contact me on the above. In
particular if there is anyone out there who would like to have a face
painting stall?

Ann Wellborne. Social Secretary

Page 3



Fun Whist

Welcome. everyone. to the Summer issue of the Ramsden Bellhouse
magazine.

It is a joy to see some sunshine at last, following the wet and miserable
weather we have had until recently. Maybe as a reflection of the weather,
everyone has battened down the hatches and stayed warm and cosy in
front of their TVs on the winter Saturdays since the last issue of the
magazine! This action has severely curtailed the numbers attending the
whist evenings! For anyone who might have been interested in learning
the game, this would have been an ideal time to come along and try it out.
while so few were attending. However, we are hoping for beginners and
players to come along and swell the numbers for this long running Village
activity. The ideal 1s around seven tables. but the more the merrier! Come
and join us on the second Saturday of the month, 7.15 start. Your £3.00
enters you into the raffle and also gives you a welcome cuppa and biscuits
in the interval. Can’t be bad!

Angela Hodivala
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Lemonade Scones

If you think you can't make scones give this recipe a try!
Ingredients
120z/300g Self raising flour (sifted)
20z/50g Caster sugar
125ml Double cream
125ml Lemonade (not diet)
40ml (2 tablespoons) milk
Method

Pre heat the oven to 220C/gas 7. Place the flour and sugar in a large
bowl. Add the cream and lemonade and mix to a soft dough. Tum out
onto a lightly floured surface and knead lightly until smooth. Lightly roll
the dough to a thickness of about 2em. Use a 6cm round cutter to cut out
8 scones. Place these on an ungreased baking tray. Brush tops with either
milk or beaten egg. Bake for 10-15 minutes until lightly browned. Cool
and serve with your favourite jam.

Joan Wright
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The Friends of St Mary’s

The year has started with a vengeance. We had planned to camry out
modifications to the church porch timbers on the south west side which
were suffering from some wet rot caused by a fault in the detail design of
the porch. The structure, although not a danger was best altered before it
became one. We therefore obtained tenders for the work and placed an
order for it to be done in the new year. Unfortunately as soon as the order
was placed the weather changed from damp to very wet and it was
decided to delay the work until the timbers dried out.

Having decided to delay the start of the work on the porch we had a
fall of an area of the ceiling plaster from above the stairs to the pulpit.
Although preliminary examination indicated that there was no hazard
from further falls of plaster it appeared that from the presence of what
looked like beetle holes there could be a problem with Death Watch
Beetle in one of the roof beams and a leak from rain water at the join of
the chancel and nave roofs. The extent of the damage to the roof and
ceiling of the chancel could only be determined by working from internal
scaffolding with progressive removal of the roof tiles facilitating
examination of the underlining chancel ceiling.

Specialist examination of the suspect beetle attack of the roof beam
showed that the attack was npt current and only required a minor amount
of cosmetic work. The condition of the church timbers 1s covered by a 30
year guarantee from when the church timbers were all treated by Rentokil
against Death Watch Beetle@itack about 20 years ago.

We have so far obtainediestimates for the cost of carrying out the
necessary work to the chureh'd thouzh due fo the nature of the work 1t 1s
not possible to cover all gvenialities and ahingencies have
to be allowed for. We aré ing apd planning to'camWout the work
during the summer months. We do not anticip: ate ¢ ! ays to our
church services whilst the work is garfic 1ls pplying
for financial help as our emerg I Nged by
the cost of the work. 7777 K

wc 1 :
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A Bee-Friendly Garden for Spring

On these first warm and sunny days of spring. bees will appear in our
gardens once again. I'm a beekeeper - and so I'm keen to create a truly
bee-friendly garden so that when my honeybees fly on warm days they
will find plenty to forage on. Flowers planted for honeybees are often
loved by butterflies. bumblebees, and other pollinators, too - so I'm
looking forward to a garden buzzing and humming with life.

Honeybees are facing different threats. from pesticides to the
destruction of the habitats where they forage. Govemnment policies are
needed to protect our bees, of course, but I can also do something on a
small scale in my garden. by not using pesticides and by buying flowers
that haven't been treated with pesticides, either. I can also plant flowers
that produce plenty of pollen and nectar (bee-food) for my honeybees to
take back to the hives.

In early spring, the bees will enjoy snowdrops, winter aconites,
hellebores and crocuses. They will love mahonia, viburnum, and the
herb. rosemary. Among the trees and hedgerows they will seek out catkins
and blackthomn blossom. By April. the colonies have built up. and the
bees will be foraging on blossom from fruit trees and the flowers on horse
chestnuts. They will also love grape hyacimnths, wallflowers and clematis
montana. They will look for wild flowers as well, in particular
dandelions, usually considered a weed. but a favourite bee-flower. Since
becoming a beekeeper, I'm not so quick to mow these down! Butterflies
and other pollinators love dandelions. too.

It's no surprise that bees are drawn to yellow spring flowers, as yellow
15 a colour they can see. They can also, like us. see blue and green. but
they can't see red. When they forage on red flowers such as ficld poppies,
they see pigments that reflect ultraviolet (a colour we can't see. of course)
and the colour of the pollen they collect from field poppies 1s dark blue.

The colour of pollen varies and so when bees bring pollen back to the
hive they create a rainbow of colours on the comb. When bees are
foraging. pollen becomes stuck to the hairs on their bodies - and while
some of this 1s transferred to other flowers. the bees will comb the rest of
the pollen from their hairs and pack it into the pollen baskets found on
their hind legs. So. by watching the bees return to the hive with loaded
pollen baskets and by glancing at my pollen-colour chart, I can tell which
flowers the bees have been visiting.

Bees also need access to water and so I'll make sure that they find this
m my garden. And on a warm day I'll spring clean the hives, replacing
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old comb with new. Good hygiene will help keep bee diseases at bay.
I'm sure my bees will be happy in my garden this spring, as they'll find
plenty to interest them there. Now I'm planning a bee-friendly garden for
the rest of the year, too.
Wendy Swift

L N . T . )
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Dog Training

This year has started very well with lots of new
members, the puppy classes have gone from
strength to strength once again under the tuition of
Kim Rogers and myself helping Kim when the
class 1s full. This class starts at 7.15pm - 7. 45pm. i

Our recent progress night went very smoothly
thanks to Kim and Debbie, Sandie, Len and myself
and of course all those that entered. The people and p)
dogs that entered the pre-beginner class did extremly
well, and they should be very proud of themselves and their dogs as I am
as their tramer.

Our open show for this year has been booked for the 27th September
to be held at the Crays Hill open space, London Road, everyones help 1s
needed to run this show. If you can offer your help please let Rita or Len
know thank you.

Tuesday night members please remember it 1s a requirement of your
bemng able to come on Tuesdays that you help at the show. Please also
note that guest trainer evenings start at 7.30 prompt please try to arrive on
time as 1t 15 felt that too many people are arriving late which 1s rather rude
when the framner has already started and a number of you turn up and try
to find seats, ete.

For new members our AGM will be held at the end of May Other
news and dates can be found on our website rbdtc. webs.com. Please join
the website as members so you can put any points you wish to make
forward to the commuttee.

by

Rita Barber - Secretary
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